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and so fraught with clanger, as the confiscation. of 1ands func
tionaries of that subordinate class ought to be entrusted with 
no discretionary powers of initiation, save those of examina.$ 
tion and report. The office of District Attorney is generallv 
confeITed on young advocates, who, we may nat-u.rally infer, 
are liable to that lack of mature instructio:r. and. judgment, 
and to that precipitancy in action, which might Jead them to 
abuse any great discretionary power, especially when urged 
-0n by a desire of distinction or emolument. Let th.em !howev
er seek for cases where liability to corliscation may be presu
m~ and after ascertaining on what grounds an action may 
be based, report the same to higher authorities, and proceed on 
it only when authorized by them. 

Under this view of the subject, I offer to the Senate, the ac
companying amendments for the bill :re1wrted, and request 1:hat 
they, with this report, be referred along with it to the appro
priate committee. 

NAVARRO. 
Referred to .T ud.i.ciary committee. 
A message from the House, inforwJng th.o Senate -that t"ne 

House had concuned in the amendments of the Senate to 
A bill to provide for disposing of a portion of th.e pubUe 

buildings in the city of Austin. 
A bill to raise a revenue by direct taxation; made specia~ 

order for IO o'clock toAmorrow. 
Senate adjourned until 9 o'clock A. nr. to-morrow. 

SENATE CI-IAMBER.. ( 
WlIDNESl>A1' April i5, ;t846. j 

9 o'cr.oCK A. ll!. 

Senate met, pursuant to adjournrnei:;.t-roU called u,:ud a 
quorum present. 

Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Senator Hogg, Chairman of the Judiciary committee, re

commended the postpcnement of furthei· action on 
A bill requiring the Co:i.nty Courts o:'. the several couutiel§, 

ta divide theil' respective conn.ties into distyfot"i for rnunieipal 
purposes; I.\ bill to ~e:.u.de fI'Om ofilcei ner,.;ons w.!w have b12en 
convieted of t.rea-s.ott &c. " 



And the rejection of a bill to authori21e the Governor to sus
pend public officers in the discharge of their duties. 

Bill to authorize the defend.ant ir. any Gase "Where an ae
tion is brought to try title to land, to set forth any plea ·which 
the State might do, and. 

A hill of amnesty and pardon. 
Report adopted. 
Senator Kinney introduced a bill, requiring tho Surveyor of 

GnHad county to record certair. field notes. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Bill to :raise a revev.ue by direct taxation. 
Senator Wood moved to strike out "20 eents," and in$ert 

"l5." 
Bill and amendments made the SJr.Jeial order of the day for 

Saturday. 
Amendments of the House, to a bill regulating pilots~ {.'tl!l· 

curred in. 
Amendments of the House, t<J ~ \)ill organizfu.g 'flhe Militia; 

concurred in. 
Bm establishing a State Penitentiary; reforred to co.rnm:ittee 

on Internal Improvements. 
Bill to prevent sla.ves from hiring their ow±1 iime: re-com

mitf:ed to committee or. Affairs cf State. 
Bill requiring Chief Justices, GleFks oi too District and 

County Courts, Sheri!f~, County Treasnreri'I ?nd County ~ur· 
veyors, to reside at the county seat; re~ccmm.i.tted to a Select. 
committee composed of Senators Grirries, Bagby and Navar· 
ro. 

Senator Kfoney introduced a. bnl fer the organization of the 
COlJ.nties of San, Patricio and Nueces. 

Rule suspended and ·oill refertcd to a Select committee com~ 
posed of Scnatn;rs Kinney, '"rat.id,, a od Phillips. 

Bill to create the c-ounty of Navarro; :·ead 3rd time and 
pa,ssed. 

Bill to cl'eB,te the crnmty of New:tonr read lst time. 
Bill to provide for the trial and punishment of crimes and 

misdemeanors committed by slaves and free persons of c.olur; 
:r.ea.d. lat time. 

Bill regulating ap:peaJs to the 8r1prem0 Court in criminal 
ca~eA; read 1st time. 

Rill incorporating the Angelina. N.a:vi.gatfon Compa;ny. 
Senato!! Hogg presented a petition from fr.e citizen!'! of Na.

cog.doches county, pJ:Qtesting against the ps.ssage of tbe bill. 



Senator Hogg moved the indefinite postponement cf the 
bill. 

y cas and nays called: 
Yeas. Senators, Bagby, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, 

Grimes, Hogg, Jewett, Phillips, Robinson, Scl)tt, and Will
iams-II. 

Nays. Senators, Kinney, McKinney, McNee~ Navar.re, 
Parker, and Wallace.-6. 

Sena.tor Wall ace introduced a bill to extend the tim1n;rithl1t 
which the :returns of election of Represuntrn;i.v:es to C-0:ngr~s$, 
arc required to be made; read J.st time. 

A. message was received from the B'.ouse, informing the Sen
ate of the passage of the following bills: 

A bill. to have the lines surveyed b1:1tween the countiei'l of 
Robertson and Limestone, 1.imestmte and Leon, LimestO!U'J and 
Navarro. 

A bill to incorporate the city of Corpus ChrlstL 
A bill for the relief of John Karner. 
A bill to provide foi- tho registration cf deeds and nfher in

struments, executed out of the State of ~~exas. 
And that the House, had adopted th.e following, i·esointion; 
"Pt£Solved, That with the concurrence of the Sena.ta, the twa» 

HouBes of the Legislature will a(\jou.rn sine die on the 33.tlt 
April." 

A hill to organize Probate Courtf.l." 
Sc11ator Phillips offered the foJ.lowing amendm~n.~ 
"Section T7th 21st line a.fter "creditors" insert 4:at tll€ ::-e

tnrn term of said notice,the Judge shall determine '\":.hetheT ol: 
riot a. sale be necessary and if ordered. " Section, rnth 6th line 
after "rnontlis" insert .. ,,,,rj_th approved secu.rity." 

Which were adopted. 
Yeas and nays on the final passag.e of the hill, i;itood-
Yeas: Sena,tors,.Bagby, J:fo.rleson, Hogg, McKinney, Me

!fe.el, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Robinson, Scott, W:aJlace, i:t-cci. 
Williams-1'2. 

Nays. Senators, llourland, Brashear, Cuney, Wi1Iia.mson1 
Ind Wood-5. 

A hi.U for the pu.n.i.shmen.t of _persons who shall m:ite, print 
or publish any thin~ }raving a tendency tt, pl'odnce iH~mntf:m!> 
lmang the free c.olored population, or insubordination umon~ 
the slaves. Amendments of committee a.d.o.pted. 

l' 
A bill to in~o:rporate the tuwn of Bonham ut the Cotn..!'F:' of 

alln.in :read l st time. 
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Senator Scott., Chairman of Committee on Engrossed hills 
i:eported the following bills correctly engrossed. 

A hill for the relief of Nathaniel Amory. 
A bill to define in what manner judgments shall operate llga 

lien on l'eal~estate. 
A bill to prevent Justices of the Peace, Clerksofthe District 

County and Probate Courts, from issuing executions for cost~ 
only in civil cases. 

A bill :requiring fae Governor to notify Chief J usti.ces 0 r 
Counties of the appohrtment ofNotaries Public, and to haveth~ 
same published in some newspaper. 

A hill to extend fhe appi·oprlation for minute men :madein 
February 1842 

A bill to organize the Supreme Coull'~ of the State of Te.ta& 

On motion of Senator Kinney the bil1 extenciing the appl'Oo
priation for minute :inen, was taken up, y:ead 3d time and pas
ied. 

A bill to restore lands sold for taxes, to the fox-mer owners; 
1·ead 1st time and laid on table. 

A hill to provide for the loS!il of duplicate and other land 
certificates, military warx-ants and land scrip; read 1st tims. 

A bill to provide for the regisu·ation of separate property of 
married women;read 1st time. 

A bill requiring the county of Lim.estone to pay one fuurth 
of the debt of Robertson County, "read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to incorporated the La Vacca and Gaudalnpe company; 
read2d timeand refe:Tedto committee oninternallmpovemcnt&. 

A hill to provide for the liquidation and attjnstment ofthe 
Public debt laid on the table. 

A hill for the punishment of crimelli and .misdemeanors; 
referred to Judiciary committee. 

A hill to protect religot:l.s meetings; passed to 3d reading. 
"A bill to legalize the official acts uf Chief and Asi;ociate 

Justices, while i;itting as a ·boa1·dofLand Commissioners," re
ferred to .T ndiciary committee. 

A bill prescribing further duties to the County Courtfi; laid. 
laid the table. 

A hill to settle conflicting :ri.ghts, 'between the countit.,'S uf 
Victoria., De Witt, Jackson, La Vace~ Refugio and OaJhou.!li 
passed to ad :reading. 

A bill to provide for re.vising, digestir:g', and mT!'ang:i:ng, the 
1awa civil and m·iminal---reforredto J::tiliciatJ" eo:mttiitf:Bf;. 

~i\ Bill to dec1a.re what officers s:~flil.: give cert;),ficate:> of de<-
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uon in Senatorial elections in Districts composed of more than 
one county; read 1st time. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and )1epresenta
tives in the United States Congress to procure the fassage of a 
bill for the relief of mail contractors; read 1st time. 

A bill legalizing the several seals heretofore used'. by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; read 1st tL"lle, 

Senate adjourned, un.til to~morrow 9 o'clock A. ;.i:. 

SENATE OH.AMBER, 1 
T.a:u:asDAv, April 16, 1846. ~ 

9 :l'CLOCB; A. M. 

Senate met, purim.ar;.t to a.(ijou.rmnentr :i.-oll callee'. and a. quc" 
rum present. 

Journals of the preceding day were read and adopted. 
Senator Scotts Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bms, 

reported "an act ;for the regulation of pilot.a," correctly enroll
ed. 

Senator Williamson presented the pet;tfon of Haden. Ed
wards praying for lands, which v;>as refer~·ed to Select commit
tee-Senators Parke!', Williams, Wtlllamson, Mc:Kmney, and 
BrMhear. 

A :message from His Ex:eallency the Go\•omor, transmitting 
a communication in 'Writing, w/lieh WW3 ma.de the specia: or0 

der fbr to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 
Senator Hogg, Ohairm.an of' the Judfoiary committee, to 

whom was :referred an fWt t:o l~ga1fa:e surveyf.1 in Bexar county, 
:made by the Snrveyor of Bastrop county; reported th.at a ma
jority of the committee :reconune:nded an Rn:tendmen.t.. 

Senator McKinney introduced a bill, to e11ahl~ ;parties hav
ing unsettled business with the Republie of Te.xas, t-0 settle 
the same. Read ls thue. 

Sena.tor Parker introluced 
A joint resolution to au.thome E. G. Rector to se!! a:cd 

transfer his donation land. Read lst ti.mo. 
Sena.tor Scott mtrodueed 
A bUl t.o define tlle :rosidence qu.alifloaJion;, of ce1'ta!n: offi0 

ce.rs therein named. Read 1st time. 


